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 SAMPLE COLLEGE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
CRLS students must pass the MCAS exam and earn 224 credits in order to receive a diploma. 

College admission requirements vary among schools. Students should consult with their counselors  
and read the college catalog for the admission requirements for a specific college or university.

                                       LISTED HERE ARE SAMPLE COLLEGE REQUIREMENTS.

SUBJECT CRLS GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENTS: Students 
must earn a minimum of 
224 credits. Those credits 
must include the following 
distributional requirements.

MINIMUM COLLEGE 
PREPARATION

STATE UNIVERSITIES AND 
OTHER SELECTIVE COLLEGE 
REQUIREMENTS

HIGHLY SELECTIVE COLLEGE 
RECOMMENDATIONS

English 40 Credits 4 years, with emphasis on es-
say/theme writing

4 years, with emphasis on 
written/oral communications 
and literature

4 years at the Honors/AP 
level when possible

Math 40 Credits including  
mathematics in the final 
year of high school

4 years, including Algebra 1, 
Algebra 2 and Geometry

4 courses (Algebra 1 & 
Algebra II and Geometry or 
Trigonometry, or comparable 
coursework) including math-
ematics during the final year 
of high school

4 years, includ-
ing Trigonometry and 
Pre-Calculus

Wellness A minumum of 5 credits each school  year.  
Must take and pass each year; must pass swim test

Social Science 30 Credits 

10 from U.S. History

2-3 years, including 1 year 
of U.S. History and 1-2 years 
from other social sciences

2-3 years, including 1 year 
of U.S. History and 1-2 years 
from other social sciences

3-4 years, including 1 year of 
U.S. History, at the Honors/
AP level when possible

Science 30 Credits 2 years of lab science: 
Biology, Chemistry, or Physics

3 years (2 years of lab sci-
ence: Biology, Chemistry, or 
Physics)

3-4 years of lab science, 
with 1 year each of Biology, 
Chemistry, and Physics

Foreign Language 20 Credits of the same 
language

Some programs require 2 
years of one language

2 years of one language 3-4 years of one language

Fine, Performing or 
Technical Arts (RSTA)

20 Credits 2 years of Fine, Performing, 
Visual or Technical Arts (RSTA)

2 years of Fine, Performing 
Visual or Technical Arts (RSTA)

2 years of Fine, Performing 
Visual or Technical Arts (RSTA)

MCAS Must pass English and 
Math exam with a minimum 
score of 240, and a 
Science exam with  
a minimum score of 220

Massachusetts State schools 
require successful completion 
of the MCAS exam

CRLS Graduation Requirements


